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at Bunbury, whieh is making excellent pro-
gress and which promises to thrive to au
even greater extent in the future, Already
the Giovernment receive in revenue £300
annually from the factory. If only the Gov-
ernment will render assistance, there are
other industries besides dairying that can be
developed in the South-West. One request
I woulil make is that the Government should
carry power to the southern port. I hope
at any rate the “Government will give
svmpatheiic consideration to the proposal.
I am glad to note that the Government pro-
pose to re-introduce the Main Roads Bill.
which is very essential for the South-West-
ern part of the State. 1 can only express
regret that it did not pass last session a=

priutcd.
Vir, Thomson: As printed!
Mr. WITHERS: Yes, as printed. 1T

members of another |lace have come to their
senses during the six months of recess they
will see the wisdom of putting it through this
session in the form in which the Government
will submit it. Then we shall have decent
roads throughout the State. The Minister
for Works has been in constant communi-
cation with JMr. Hill, of the Commonwealth
Works Department, and has had a little con-
sideration from him, though, I think, we
were enhitled to a great deal more. T would
like to see the Closer Settlement Bill again
introduced. I had intended referring to the
subject of group settlement, but as time is
limited I shall defer my comments. I only
wish to say in that regard that a good deal
of dissatisfaction was expressed last year
by growers of elover burr who disposed of it
to those in control of the groups. T trust
the Government will see that in futnre it is
placed on the market in such a way that
the growers will get better consideration. 1
regret there was no mention in the legis-
lative programme of a proposal to amend the
Municipalities Aet. That is essential, and
I hope that time will be found to submit
such 8 measore during the eurrent session.
[ have much pleasure in seconding the motion
for the adoption of the Address-in-reply.

On motion bv Hon. Sir James Mitchell
lebate adjourned.

House adjourned at 4.25 p.m.

Lcgislative Council,
Tuesday, 4th August, 19235.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers,

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

The PRESIDENT: Before proceeding
wilh the cunsideration of the Ovders of the
Day, 1 would like to mention one matter
concerning the appointment of our Standing
Committees. It would he well if the Minis-
ter, when deciding upon the personnel of
the Commiftees, were to consider the
names of those living in the vieinity of the
city. During the time Parliament has not
been sitting, it has been most difficult to
secure the atlendance of sufficient members
to form a yuorum. The Library Committee
has not been able to sit once during the re-
cess, and great difficulty has been experi-
enced by the Joint House Committee as well.
I throw out this suggestion so that the Min-
ister may take the matter into consideration
when proposing the Committees to be ap-
pointed. Only with the greatest difficulty
have we been able to secure quorums and, of
course, work dome without a quorum is in-
ivalid.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Second Day.

Debate resumed from 30th July, 1925.

HON. J. EWING (Scuth-West) [4.41}:
At the ontset I desire to express my deep
regret at the untimely death of the late Mr.
(ireig and at the same time to offer my
hearty congratulations to Mr. Glasheen on
the success that attended his eandidature. T
hope Mr, Glasheen’s experience in this
House will prove of great benefit to himself,
to the country at large, and also to the
pecple he represents. On sneh an oceasion
as this, when looking through the Governor's
Speech, one iz apt to think it is very long.
The difficulty I find in dealing with it is to
determine what 1 shall omit when speaking
on the motion for the adoption of the Ad-
dress-in-reply. This is an oceasion when hon.
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members have an opportunity to express
their views regarding the finances of the
State, its activities and industries generally.
There is a great temptation, not often taken
advaniage of by members, to speak at
great length, but I shall endeavour fo con-
fine my attention to a few subjects of in-
terest to me, concerning which 1 know a little
and respecting which I may be able to shed
some light in order to assist the Government.
I shall eriticise where necessary in order that
we may have better government in some
respects, The Speech delivered by the
Governor vepresents really a reeapitula-
tion of the activities of the State. It is in-
deed an interesting document, and the fone
is optimistic. In that, the Government are
quite right. Western Australia is in a won-
derfully buoyant position to-day and, not-
withstanding the many difficulties and ob-
stacles that have to be solved, the State
15 going ahead by leaps and bounds. One
of the early jaragraphs in His Excel-
lenev’s Speech refers to the Premier’s visit
to the Old Country. I see in that visit great
advantages to Western Australia. The Pre-
mier is a man of whom T have the highest
appreciation, I know his ability and know
that his best endeavours will be exercised for
the benefit of the State, and that they were
at the disposal of the people in the Old
Country. YWe know that the Premier went
into the financial position and did what he
could regarding the new migration agree-
ment which has been acecepted by the Gov-
ernment. He was faced with many difficul-
ties but T gather that his work in the 0ld
Land was worthily done. The Premier seems
to have broadened his ideas. He has given
expression to his appreciation of the Old
Country, of its people, and of its institu-
tions. I can only hope that many others who
have not the same appreciation as he now
possesses since his sojowrn in Great Britain
mav have an opportunity of going to the
Old Land and seeing the country and its
rreaple.  Should they have that opportunity,
thev will, as T did when T went Home in

1911, return with an appreciation of
the wonderful productivity of the Old
Tand. and of the love and admira-

tion enlertained there for the Dominions.
AN the good thines that have happened to
Western Auctralia are mentioned in the
Speech, We are glad to know that the State
is progressinz. Tn the midst of all the good
things, however, some evil and dreadfn)
things are happening not only in Western

-F -

Australia, but tbroughout the Commonwealth,
If is necessary for the advancement of any
country that its citizens shonld be law abid-
ing. They should not be molested in any
way when carrying out their ordinary avoca-
tions and they should be protected to the
utmost by the Government in power., The
Commonwealth represents the ernx of the
position, The Seamen’s Union trouble has
continued for 12 months with disastrous re-
sults fo frade and to the community, and we
are wondering what things are coming to
when a few men ean create such disturbance.

Hon. E. H. Gray: What about the ship-
ping employers?

Hon. J. EWING: I do not care who is
the cause of t{he trouble, We have an Arbi-
tration Court which should settle the differ-
ences between employers and employees.
There should be an end either of all such
tronble, or of the court.

Hon. F. E. 3. Willmott: That is what I
have been telling you for the last 15 years.

Hon. J. EWING: There are militant ex-
tremists whom I do not necessarily associate
with the Labour Party. The Labour Party
took a very commendable part in the sea-
men’s strike. I give them eredit for the atti-
tude they adopted, but there are men in the
State who it would be well for the country
if they were not here. That has been ex-
emplified by the AL.P. Congress, which re-
cently found it necessary to expel at least
one member from the Labour movement.

Hon. J. R. Brown: Would you deport
them?

Hon. J. EWING: We must have consti-
tutional government in Western Australia.
The militant extremists, who are to be found
in every portion of the globe, are forever
preaching the gospel of discontent. That is
bad for any community. The ordinary man,
he he Liberal or Labour, desirous of advanc-
ing the interests of the country shonld re-
frain from preaching the gospel of discon-
tent. There is sufficient trouble in the world
without that sort of thing. The militant ex-
tremists, however, care nothing for their
country: they aim fo achieve onlv their own
selfish desires. Those of that ilk have clearly
stated that they care nothing for the country
in which they live. Their sole desire is to
disturb the Empire. Fortnnatelv these
people are few in number, hut thongh that
may be so to-day, they are dav hv day
getting incide the I.abour movement. Tn the
Eastern States are militant evivemists who
are members of the political Lahour Party,
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and they threaten to leaven the whole Labour
movement svoner or later. Members of the
Labour Party, true and loyal citizens of the
State as they are, will, I trust, see that these
extrewists do not gain a footing in the move-
ment or disturb the progress of the country.
Action is necessary, however, if they are
not to gain eontrol of the whole movement
and cause disaster to the Commonwealth,
as they have done fo other parts of the
world.

Hon. J. B. Browa: It will be 2 bad time
for the bosses when they get control.

Hon. J. EWING: 1t will indeed. Quite
recently there was a strike of hotel and res-
tanrant employees in this State. What was
the origin of the strike? Why was it neces-
sary for those employees to disturb the coun-
try to the extent they did disturb it to the
great disadvantge of the people generally?
The employees were working under an award
#nd there scemeid o be no trouble imminent
till, suddenly, an ultimatum was served on
the emplovers to concede move wages and
altered conditions. The reply of the em-
ployers was, “There is an award in exist-
ence; we shall abide by it, and that is the
end of it.” That accomplished no pood.

Hon. E. 11, Gray: A lot of employers used
to evade the award.

Hon. J. EWING: TUltimately the parties
met but could not come to an agreement.
The Deputy President of the Arbitration
Court called upon the employees to return fo
work, but that order was disobeyed. Thus
they committed a distinet breach of the law
of the land. No matter what party a man
might belonyg tu or what his oecupation might
be, if he breaks the law he should be pan-
ished. The acting President of the court
summoned a compulsory conference, but it
did not come off and the tronble reached a
serious stage. The publie were subjected to
considerable inconvenience, and the strike,
instead of lasting for a month during which
the people were prevented from carrying on
their ordinary avoeations and were intimi-
dated, should bave been seiiled in a few
days. The strong arm of the law should
have been brought into operation by the Gov-
enwent immediately and determinedly, and
then the stril-e wonld have heen settled with-
in a week. The strikers, in addition io losing
their pay, also lost considerable prestige.
This sort of thing weakens the valne of arbi-
tration. The court has heen established and
decisions have been given, but still mean

strike. In such cireumstances it is of little
use having an Arbitration Court. On that
occasion the people would have greatly ap-
preciated more determined action by the
Government, and I greatly regret that the
Government did not take the necessary
aetion.

Hon. J. K. Ulrowwn: When the Government
brought in an Arbitration Bill last session,
vou difl not pass it.

Hon. J. EWING: We did pass it. Thers
was an Arvbitration Aect in existence, and
the amending Bill brought down last ses-
sion eould have had the force of law with
certain exceptions.

Hon. F. E. 5. Willmott: Very necessary
improvements were made to the Bill.

Hon. J. EWING: That is so, and the
Assembly would not agree to them.  The
Speech refers to the financial position of the
State being very satisfactory. Tt says—

The firancial position of the State shows
vonsiderahle improvement, . . The deficit for
the finaneinl  vear was reduced to
£38.509, the best result achieved since 1911.
I agree with the Government that that iz a
very satisfactory achievement, and T econ-
gratulate them and past Governments who
helped to bring about that improved state
of affairs. The people of Western Austra-
lin can now see daylight, and in the near
future there should be no deficit at all. Dur-
inw the present financial year T hope the
Government will suceeed in making revenue
and expenditnre meet, so that we can start
once more with a elean sheet, When that
time comes, it will indecd be a happy day
for Western Australia. T do not expeet
every member to agree with the remarks T
am about to make, but I hope they will con-
sider the opinions I express and find a modi-
cum of truth in them., In 119 when Sir
James Mitchell came into power, the posi-
tion of the State financially was almoest
hopeless. The Government did not know
what to do or where to tnrn to obviate the
disaster then threatenineg the State. Plenty
of peonle, mermbers of Parliament ineluded,
advocated the imposition of heavy taxation
and the refrenchment of civil servants as the
only courses possible of adoption to save
the State. Sir James Mitehell, with splendid
breadth of vision, declined to adont either
of thoce courses. He realised that no de-
velopment waunld result if heavy taxation
were imposed ot retrenchment schemes en-
tered unon. He turned to the land and
said, “Herein lies the strength of the coun-

priet
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try. ) <hall carry out a land policy that
will retrieve the finaneinl position und place
Western Australia in the loremost ranks of
the Swaies”  With that object in view, he
conreived and started the group settlement
scheine, and it was (he coneeption and in-
auguralion of that wonderful scheme that
has saved Western Australia. Any man who
thoronghly studies the position must conless
conceived and started the group settlement
Sir James Mitchell went to the Old Country
and boirowed six millions of money. On
his return to Western Australia he stavted
the group settlement scheme. Whatever may
be said of the seheme now, it siands to his
credit as the turning point in the financial
position of the State. Siv James Mitchell
could see, as others can see now, that the
great {hing for which Western JAustralia
gshould strive was the settlement and develop-
ment oi its land. Therein lies the wenlth
and strength of any country. I am pleased
that the present Government are following
in Lis footsteps. In the finaneial posifion
to-day, we see reflected the success of the
poliey Sir James then initiated. The Speech
tells us that the financial position has so
greatly huproved that the deficit this year is
only £58,000 odd. If we go back a few
years we shall realise how the group settle-
ment scheme has assisted the financial posi-
tion, in fact has saved it. Of course we
must give credit to the present Government
for continuing land settlement, hut credit
should also be given elsewhere where credit
is due. The deficit in 1921-22, which was
the peak deficit year, was £732,135. At that
time the then Premier said that the State
had turned the corner, and that the finan-
cial position would improve. In the next
year the deficit was £405,000, the improve-
menf for the 12 months having been £326,-
000, an improvement that was regarded az
the best ever made financially in the Staie.
Tn 1923-24 the deficit was still turther ve-
duced, the amount being £229.000, or £176,-
000 less than that of the previous year. All
this was the result of the policy adopted by
Sir James Mitchell. The financial year jusl
closed showed a deficit of £38,339, an im-
provement of £170,320 compared with the
figures of the previous year. Thns, we hava
a series of improvements, year by year, and
the question may well be asked, “How has
this happened?” Was it caused by heavy
taxation, or by reirenchment, both of which
were advocated some years back? No. The
result followed on the splendid policy initi-

ated und earried out until 18 months ago by
the former Premier, Sir James Mitchell.

llon. €. F. Baxter: s not horrowed
money paying for it in part?

Hon. JJ. EWING: The present Treasurer,
when presenting lis Budget last year, an-
ticipated a deficit of £196,006. He must be
a proud man to-day to find that the posi-
tion improved to an extent that enabled him
to close the year with a deficit of only
£58,000.  Of eourse he did not include in
that a portion of the land tax, and one or
two other items that might have helped him
even further, 1 know well that a sum of
L£45,000 was eur-marked fov the reduction of
freights, but the land tax was tor the whole
veur, and we tind that the freights were re-
duced anly for a short period of the
financial  year. A remarkable thing to
niy mind, and it must have been an agree-
able surprise to the Treasury, was the enor-
mous revenue that was collected in June,
the total being not less than £238,000
more than the total for June of the

previous year. The Treasury officials
must have worked very hard to get
that result, and 1 congratulate them

The railways assisted
materially in the improvement of the
tinaneial position. When we remember that
the railways, during the last four years, have
made a profit of no less a som than
£630,000, we cannot but congratulate our-
selves, especially when we remember that
this was largely due to the policy of the
Mitchell Government. During the last finan-
cial year the railways showed a profit of
£190,000, or about £50,000 more than in the
previous year. 1 offer my congratulations to
all connected with the Railway Department
upon the economieal running ol the railways
and the care that they have tiaken, which is
reflacted in the finaneial resuli referred to.
All must have loyally joined the Commis-
sioner and his officers to bring about such a
satisfactory position. We may also say that
this is a tribufe to the vitality of the State
and the prosperity being enjoyed by its peo-
ple. I notieced in yesterday’s ).aper that this
is the best result ever achieved hy the rail-
ways in this State.

Hon. V. Hamersley:
freights.

Hon, J. EWING: Certainly, but do not
forget that we have also been paying higher
wages, and that costs generzlly have been
higher.

on their suceess.

Because of higher
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Hon. C. F. Baxter:
great production.

Hon, J. EWING: That iz gpite correct
and the production is the result of the wise
poliey initiated and carried out during the
past three or four years.

There has also been

The Honorary Minister: Not in the group
seitlements.

Hon. J. EWING: Yes, and the Minister
will join with his chief in congratulating the
people of Western Australia upon the es-
tablishment of the groups in Western Aus-
tralia. Migration is an important and dif-
fienll question, and these aspects are em-
phasised in the Governor’s Speech. The set-
tlements, however, must prove of the greatest
advantage to Western Aunstrelia, and I say
fearlessly that with the new agreement not
only the Government of Western Australia,
but the Governments of other States as well,
will seize the opportunity to come under it
in order to be able to do what is nccessary
to bring ahout the development that is so
badly needed in Australia. During the past
seven or eight months, pending the issue of
the report by the Royal Commission, and also
because of the framing of the new agreement,
the Government have to an exient marked
time. They kept all the groups going, but
refrained to an extent from establishing new
ones. They filled gaps wherever those gaps
required settlers, but they did not enconrage
migration to the State, and did not proeeed
as whole-heartedly as had been done up fo
the time of the appointment of the Commis-
sirn. My opinion ig that the Royal Com-
mission should never have been appointed.
Its personnel never appealed to me for an
instant; it was not good, inasmuch as no
member of that body was thoroughly familiar
with the conditions existing in the South-
West.

Hon. J. Duffell: They had ways and
means of obiaining the knowledge.

Hon. J. EWING: In spite of the adverse
report of the Commission we read with
pleasure in the Governor’s Speech that it is
intended to continue the work at the groups.
Tn view of that, it seems to me to be hardly
nceessary for anvone to discuss the report of
the Royal (C‘ommission. 1 suppose, however,
a good deal will be said because the Govern-
ment, after having had the report in their
possession for over a fortnizhit, arrived at
the decision that the gronps must continue. I

amn impelled to ask, in thess circnmstances,
of what value is the report?

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The Minister in charge
was commifted to group settlement long he-
fore he took office.

Hon. J. EWING: The Minister whose
words I have just quoted spoke for the Gov-
ernment. We realise, therefora, that the Gov-
ernment stand committed to the carrying on
of group settlement, notwithstanding the
Commission’s report, or whal others may
think of that report.

Hon, H. Stewart: Do you think they will
continue with the same loose administration?¥

Hon. J. EWING: We are not discussing
that aspeet of the position at this moment.
I congratulate the Government and the Min-
isfer for T.ands on their optimism and their-
faith in the State. Tt is apparently the de-
sire of the Minister for Lands to do what is
right in eonnectien with the development of”
this country., Of course, if he took heed of”
the report, he would suspend operations at
once, but he is not going to do thai, and we-
were all gratifie]l when we learni his de-
cision. The agreement made by Sir James
Mitchell when he was in England was an ex-
cellent one at that time.

Hon. J. R. Brown: Sir James Mitchell’
15 not referred 1o in the Speech,

Hon. J. EWING: Do vou not think he ia
worth mentioning?

The PRESIDENT: Will the hon. mem-.
ber please adidress the Chair.

Hon. J. EWING : Mr. President, I think
8ir James Mitchell’s name was worth men-
tioning in the Governor's Speech. The hon.
member may have his own opinion, and he
is entitled to it. In any case, I am not deal-
ing with individuals from the personal view-
point; 1 am referring to Sir James Mitchell
as a former Premier of this State. At the
same time I have not said anything to the
discredit of the Government ab present in
power.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott:
lenient.

Hon. J. EWING: I am endeavouring to
be fair, 2nd T am spesking appreciatively of
the Minister for Lands, who has declared
that the group seitlemenis must continme.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: Ts ihat in the Gov--
ernor’s Speech ?

Hon. J. EWING: Yes.

Hon. J. W. Xirwan: 1 have been look—
ing for it but have not heen able to find it

Yon are far too.
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Hon. J. EWIXNG:
it—

Without abandening their declared inten-
tion of sceking every possible improvement in
future, my Ministers have decided, after con-
sideration, to eome under the terms of the new
agreement, which will mean a resumption of
the migration activities whiech for a time have
been suspended.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: That does not say
anything abouf group settlement?

Hon. J. EWING: The hon. member is
only side-tracking. Under the new agree-
ment it will be possible primarily to develop
the lands of Western Australia, and that is
indirectly set out in the Governor’s Speech.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Question.

Hon. J. EWING: It is a question tbat
the hon. members will have an opportunity
to deal with later on. The old agreement
enabled the Government to establish groups
only on ('rown land and that was always re-
garded as a weakness. The new agreement
15 excellent in many rvespects, and amongst
other things, provides for the aenuisition
or resumption of alienated lands. Tt will
thus be possible to purchase land wherever
necessary, or to resume land for the better-
ment of the groups. Hon. members have
seen the terms of the agreement. In para-
graph 1 it is provided thaf money will be
forthcoming for “any other purpose.” That
means to say, any Australian undertaking,
and it will be an exeellent thing for Western
Aunstralia, beeause there are many projects
that it will be possible to develop under the
new agreement which were not possible
under the old. The new agreement is 20 per
cent. hetfer than the one Sir James Mitchell
made, although that of ¢ourse was the best
that could be made at the time. The Imperial
Government are now prepared to lend
money to Western Australia at 2 per cent.
for the first five years, and at 24 per cent.
for the next five years. The Prime Minister
¢f the Commonwealth has accepied the re-
sponsibilitv of finding money at 1 per cent.
for the fivet five yvears, for the settlement of
our lands. Never before has money been
available so cheaply for land settlement.

Hon. J. Nicholsen: Buat that is enly for
a limited time.

Hon. J. EWING: Tt is for 10 years,
‘Even during the recond five years we are to
have the money for less than 2 per cent. The
Premier as an opportunity for the develop-
ment of Western Australia that has never
before been dreamed of. On all hands we
have people erving out for assistance in the

Here is a reference to

development of their State. That is what the
imperial Government had in mind when they
framed this new ngreement. We are now
to get money at a rate lower than obtains in
any other portion of the British Dominions,
and the Premier, 1 hope, will take that
money and proceed with works throughout
Western Australia. There are harbours and
railways to Le huilt. and eleetricity to he
developed; let us take the opportunity and
et ahead with the work. The desire of the
Traperial Government is to see that the Em-
pire is consolidated and populated. What is
the use of five or six miilion people in Aus-
trlia when we have hordes of aliens close to
our narthern shores? No country is safe
without its full quota of population and
money for development. I hope the Gov-
ernment will not fail to seize with both
hands this splendid opportanity for develop-
ing Western Australia, Following upon this
new agreement a most ridiculous thing hap-
pens, a thing greatly to the disadvantage of
Western Australin, a thing people are
speaking of everywhere to-day, a thing
that may do inealculable harm te West-
ern  Australia. T vefer to the report
ol the Royal Commission on Group Settle-
men{. Truly that report justifies the lead-
ing newspaper of the State in its headlines,
“Group Scttlement Commission’s Adverse
Report, Farms not Worth Cost. Migrants
as settlers. Department Stneck for Land.”
Thiz paper cirenlates »afl over the world.
What will the people in the Old Country
think when they see those headlines? What
will the migrant think? He does not know
what is going on; he reads this report, per-
haps in the Strand or in Pieeadilly, this
Group Settlement Commission’s adverse re-
port. Surely men who had the interests of
their State at heart would have toned duwn
their report, instead of persisting in doing
what they know will seriously damage the
State.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The “West Austra-
lian” always praised the Group Settlement
Commission.

Hon. J. EWING: I never saw in the
‘“Weet Australian” a leading artiele praising
this report.

The PRESIDENT: What the “West Ans-
tralian” approves or disapproves is alto-
gether apart from this debate.

Hon, J. EWING: This publieation in
the newspapers is the only chance we have
had to get a clear understanding of that re-
port, for it was not laid on the Table until
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ibi= afternoon. Consequently all the evi-
dence is still to be gone through if we are
to understand it. At present we are in the
dark. This report ecomes as a cold deuche
to the people of Western Australia. Ii is
astonnding and damaging; astounding be-
eause it is the outeome of the deliberations
of men who do not understand the South-
West. Mr. Johnson said this morning or
vesterday that the report is based on the
evidence. I cannot believe that the evidence
wounld justify snch a damaging report.

Hon. H. Stewart: Suppose you read it
hefore you condemn the people who made
the report.

Hon. J. EWING: T am condemning the
findings of the majority report of that Com-
mission. [ canpot ¢onceive that the evidence
justifies it. Mr. Moore, when moving the
adoptlion of the Address-in-reply, was in a
difficult pesition, in that he was a member
of that Roval Commission. He curtailed his
speech for the convenience of those attend-
ing the opening ceremony, hut I hope he
will take the opportanity at the elose of the
debate to give us an explanation of this
report.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: You will be enlight-
ened long before that,

Hon, J. EWING: I say that the men who
made the statements contained in this re-
port have no knowiedge of the South-West.
There are members who will challenge this
report, and say it is an attempt to condemn
the South-West. Members representing the
South-West have always been ready to sup-
port the development of the wheat areas,
and we expect memhers representing the
wheat areas o extend the same eonsidera-
tion to the South-West. Hon. members who
have not yet spoken will not he at the dis-
advantage confronting e, for before they
speak they will have an opportunity to read
the evidence on which that report is said
to be bhased. Possibly they will then be able
to explain the wrong deduections of the Com-
missioners from the evidence.

Hon. H. Stewart: What do you think of
piece work versus sustenance?

Hon. J. EWING: I will come to that pre-
sently. The first paragraph of the report
practically recommends the abandonment of
group settlement. It requests the Govern-
ment to suspend group settlement until it is
ascertained that the capital expended will
be justified. That means suspension alto-
gether; for if the work is suspended until it
is determined whether the settlers can pay

interest on the money ezpended, we must
say good-bye to group settlement altogether.
To-day we cannot gef two men to agree asg
to what the capitalisation is, snd as to what
capitalisation a settler can bear. Let us go
ahead with the work, and let the settler make
good himself. In this report the Commis-
sioners do not put the best side of the
migrant t¢ the fore. I take sirong excep-
tion tu that. As to contract versus day la-
bour, the Government believe in day labour.
Yet, since taking office, they have changed
their minds, at all events in respect of its
application to group settlement, and the con-
tract system is coming into vogue. I want
to know low work on a group settlement
can be done hy contraet. The contract will
hove to be let to some competent contrac-
tor, and when the work is eompleted the
blocks will be handed over to the settlers,
I wont to know what is to he done with
the migrants? Are we to bring migrants
from the Old Country or are we going to
stop bringing them? Tf we are going to
adopt the contraet system, we must stop
bringing these people here, because they
would not be competent to become contrac-
tors.

Hon. ¥. K. 8, Willmott: The Controller
states defihitely that a new setiler working
nnder the eontract system is worth four fimes
what he iz on a group.

Hon. J. BWING: If the settlers are put
under a proper group foreman, and are in-
itiated into the work, they will gradually
become competent. Then they might take on
contracts. et us suppose a thousand im-
migrants eame to Western Australia to-mor-
row. What would be done with them?
Would they be put somewhere on a place
where thev would be tanght clearing, and
how to use an axe or a mattock? To do that
wonld cost a great deal more than if they
were put straight into groups under com-
petent foremen. The fallacy of the thing is
apparent. Either we have to continne the
system, with greater efficiency and greater
supervision, or stop the siream of migrants
altogether until these farms are cleared and
made ready. If a thousand migrants ar-
rived here to-morrow could they be put on
to contract work or not? We have to train
these men, and the best plazz to do so is on
the land that they will eventually oeceury.
The present system is the right one. I do not
say there have not been mistakes, or that
there has not been over-capitalisation, but
as the years go by and experience is gained,
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s0 will the difficulties be overvcome and the
cost of the work veduced, and each farm
owner will have his property on a proper
basis of capitalisation.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Would you employ
-day labour if you were cleuring a farm?

Hon, J. EWING: No. What are we to
do with these men if they come to the State
in thousands? Are we going to train them
for 12 montbs on some farin? We cannot
have a migralion scheme under such eon-
-ditions. The men must e put on the land
where they will have their future homes. We
believe that is what they want. They desire
‘to have their own homes and provide some-
thing for their children.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: At a prohibitive cost.

Hen. J. EWING: One of the first para-
graphs of the report of the Royal Commnis-
sion states that the better land of Western
Australia is suitable for dairying. The Com-
mission go on to say that a [arge area of the
poor land is in the groups. I know that
nearly all the Sonth-West is fitted for dairy-
ing. Mr. Rose knows that. Ile is one of
the direcfors of the Bunbary Butter Factory.
The report concerning that factory shows
what has been done with regard to dairying
in Western Australia. It indicates the ad-
vancement that has heen wmade from month
to month and year to year; the interest that
has been taken by the people in the South-
West in the industry; and the great ad-
vantage they have had from the factories.
No doubt factories will gradually extend
throughout the South-West, of which dairy-
ing is the chief industry. There are a hundred
and one adjuncts to it, such as pigs, bacon
euring, potato growing, ete., all of which are
of material assistance to the man on the
land. In the South-West such good work
has been done as to encourage those who
want similar factories established to improve
their conditions. All this is advantageous to
the State. The majority report of the Royal
Commission indieates that from 28 to 30
cows are necessary for each group settlement,
whereas in the minority report, Mr. Tatham,
who is as gnod an anthority as any member
of the Commission, states that a man can
make a deecent living with 20 cows.

Hon. E. Rose: Quite right,

Hon. J. Duffell: They will have to he dif-
ferent ecows from those we sce on the Peel

Fistate.
Hon. I, EWING: T have uut seen them.
Hon. J. Duffell: T saw them quite re-

contly,

Hon. J. BEWING: 1 refer to cows that
really ure eows, und will produce good value
in the matier of butter fat. In these two
statements theve is a wide difference as to the
number of cows that are requizite. Through-
out the whole veport everything is exag-
gerated, and brought out to the detriment of
the secheme. KEverything that con be done
to make it appear that the costs are high
seems to me to have been done, but the good
work achieved by the scheme and the ad-
vantages to Western Australia, are not men-
tioned in the majority report. What was the
object of the Commission in this eondemna-
tion? Are they not citizens of Western Aus-
tralia, and all of them farmers? They are
condemning their own territory, and to do
that is not creditable to them. They go on
to say that the expenditure will be £3,000
on each farm, I will not argue that point
now. They compare group seitlement with
the Agricultural Bank conditions. They say
that the bank can clear land and settle a
man upon it at from £1,600 to £2,000, and
contrast that with the group settlement costs
of £3,000. I do not think there can be any
justifieation for the last mentioned figure.
Until group setflement was started, and
there was a more liberal interpretation of the
Agricultural Bank conditions, it was many
years before we could secure the expendi-
ture of any money frem the bank in the
Sonth-West.

Hon. A, Burvill: That is a fact.

Hon. J. EWING: Here they advocate
the extension of the Apgricultural Bank con-
ditions to an unlimited degree in order to do
this work, and probably settle single men on
the land to battle out their own salvation.
The opportunities that are afforded by the
Agricultural Bank are far surpassed by those
afforded by the grou) settlement scheme.
The very ecrux of the group seitlement
scheme is that it places poor men on the
land, A man with £200 can go to the Agri-
eultural Bank, borrow more money, and go
on improving his farm. The man who has
no money, and no opportunity in life, but who
is taken by the right hand under this scheme
and told that if he will work, here is the
opportunity for him, here is o country which
is giving him a chance that never existed he-
fore, that if he will be resolute and work
hard he will be successful, has ample oppor-
tunity of making headway under the group
scheme. Hundreds of thousands of people
in the Old Country are livine on doles. Is
it not lLetter they should come to Western
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Australia, assisted by the Imperial Govern-
ment, to carvy out this wondertul work, and
develop this portion of the British Lmj:ire,
rather than remain where they are taking
doles?

Hor. J. R. Brown:
with capital.

Hon. J. EWING: In the first place, thes
men have not the experience to enable
them to preiit by the Agrienlturali Bank
facilities. No opportunity like this scheme
is miven Lo men in any other part of the
world. Members in discussing costs fail to
recognise the benelit the scheme will be 1o
Western .Australia, Austrolia, and the Brit-
ish Empire. I thesc men come out and
make good, sowething will have been accom-
plished.  Men who have not had the oppor-
tunity of Jdoing certain things are now get-
ting i1, and are making homes for them-
selves and a competency for their families.
The tiing that slrikes me strukgly is a state-
ment in the report that of 384 setilers of
the first 20 groups, only 207 have remained
on their groups.

Hon. J. Dufell : That is a good percentage.

Hon. J. EWING: Yes, it is 54 per cent.
We know what has happened in Ameriea,
where not 30 per cent. of the people who
originally went on the lond remained there.

Hon. A. Burvill: And the wheat belt was
the same.

Hon. J. EWING: Although the Commis-
sion condemn the scheme, they point ont that
54 per cent. of the original settlers are still
on the groups.

BHon. A, Tarvill: That is a higher yet-
centage than was obtained in Gippsland.

Hon. J. EWING: Those who have left
have done so because they did not want Lhat
class of life. They may have wanted to
travel about, and may have been bachelors.
The percentage of those who remain is elo-
quent testimony of the suecess of the scheme.

Hon. J. Duftell: You have to bear in mind
that the majority of the migrants came from
the working classes of the Old Conntry, and
were not used to the land.

Hon. J. EWING: That is so.
not Australians.

Hon. J. R, Brown:
born.

Hon. J. EWING: To my mind the mi-
grant is dealt with harshkly in the report. I
am satisfied that the farms of those who have
left have been taken up again and are still
being carried on, although the ineoming
settler has had to take on the responsibility

We want men here

They arc

Many are Aunstralian

of the cost. It will be found that practieally
all the farms that were abandoned are ocen-
pied to-day by olher seitlers. 1 waa talking
(o a settler in the Busselton dislrict recentiy.
He seemed very comfortable and bappy, and
nad been there six months, He {old me that
the man who had been therc before was a
fool. He eleared oul and left this wonderful
properiy to hitn, and he intended to make a
success of it. No doubt some will do well
and some badly. Some have energy and en-
terprise, and others have not. A man with
cnergy, enterprise and delermination to work
has a glorious opportunity in Western Aos-
tralia. I wish to read rather a refreshing
extract from the Commission's report.

The PRESIDENT: I do not think mem-
bers can be permilied Lo deal in detail with
the report. It is not mentioned in the
Speech. [t is quife permissible for them to
refer to it in a gencral way, but there are
18 pages of the repori nnd 200 of the evi-
dence, and if the whole of this is to be taken
into consideration on the Address-in-reply
T do not know where it will end. Tt is per-
haps better that the whole matter should bhe
taken into consideration npon a debate later.
I ask the hon. member to address himself as
briefly as possible to the report.

Hon. J. FWING: On all oecasions I am
in the hahil of addressing myself briefly to
the House, hut on this occasion T am jnsti-
fied in takine the earliest opportunity of
speaking npon this guestion.

Hon. J. Daffell: Tt is the most important
one in the Speech.

Hon. J. BEWING: T am sorry if T have
{ransgressed, or. in vour opinion, spoken at
ton zreat leneili. This i« an opportunity
when any member can say what he likes on
every conceivable subject affecting Western
Australia.

The PRESIDENT: At a reasonable
length.

ITon. J. KWING: Yon cannot enrtail a
man's  longne unless von pass a motion,

moved by the Teader of the House, to limit
the length of speeches. 1 do not wish to
weary members, but desire to do my duly.
My dnty now is to condemn. with all the
emphasis T can, this report. T stand or fall
by what T say. T have no feeling towards
any member of the Commission. T know
that each one endeavoured to do his daty,
hut wrong deductions have heen drawn from
the evidence. A reyort Las hecn put in that
is most disadvantageous to the State, and
that is Tikely to he the most damaging thing
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that has happened in Western Australia. We
have coming here from the Old Country re-
presentatives of the Press of the Empire and
of the world. They are coming for the
purpose of sceing the eroup settlements and
other things worthy of invcstigation.
Now, it is a mice thing to put in
their hands, as & cummencement, such g
report as that of this Royal Commission?
Unless our visitors go into the matter and
study the question for themselves, very severe
damage will lave been done to the State.
Mr. Latham’s minority report touches the
crux of the whole matter. He says he con-
not subseribe to the figures and statements of
the majority report. Mr. Latham has got
exactly the right hold of the subjeet. He
realises that there was no undue haste in
starting the scheme, and that the work has
been done faithfully and well. He points
out things that might be improved, but he
stresses the great advantage the group settle-
ment scheme is to the State. Therein lies
the whole question—the uplifting of the
State of Western Australia, the taking of
this State out of a quagmire and improving
its finances so that Western Australia stands
in its present excellent position. In coneciu-
sion with regard to this matter, I wonld ask
hon. members as soon as possible to visit
cach of the groups, and see whether the
women are disappointed and are poing to
induce their husbands to leave their farms.
The woman is generally the one to urge on,
go far as I can see. Often the wife is the
stronger party. Tmstead of inducing the man
to leave the group, she will keep him there
for the sake of their children. That is one
weakness in the majority report. There are
other weaknesses which T might point out,
but by doing so T might be taking undue
advantage of my position here, a thing T
have no wish te do. Tet hon. members go
to any part of Western Australia where
group settlements have been started, and T
ghall be very surprised indeed if thev do not
come back convinced of the value of those
settlements to the State. Undoubtedly there
have heen difficulties, and andoubtedly there
are difficulties; but those difficnlties, great
though they are, will be overcome hy experi-
ence. Look at Mr. MeLarty’s eritieism of
the majority report. That criticism is quite
enongh for me. Mr. MeLarty is a wonder-
fully good man, with a great know-
ledge of the State. Let hon. members
read what Mr. MeLarty has to say ahout
the majority report. No doubht he suob-

mitted his criticism to his Minister betore
publishing it, und no  doubt the Minister
agreed with il, and theveby the eriticism be-
vomes almost a Ministertal woiterance. A
man like Mr. MeLarty would not issne a
statement of this kind on a matter of such
vast hnportance without fivst eonsulting his
Minister. In my opinion therve is a great
opportunity for people to make good on the
groups, and also in land settlement else-
where in the State. Diffieulties and want
of experience are bheing overcome, and aa
time passes we shall find 3 most happy, con-

tented, ond prosperous people on the
groups. Terhaps this reference of mine to

the group settlement scheme has taken up a
zood deal of time, but I would. like to men-
tion a few other subjects which appeal to
me. There is the great advanee in wheat
caltivation in Western Australia, dne again
to a poliey very much like the group settle-
ment policy. The man without money was
faken to the whent areas to grow wheat. For
a long time it was thonght that he would
not make good. Tt was stated that on the
wheat Dbelt people were living in hessian
tents, and otherwise under great disadvan-
tages. All that may have becn true, but the
majority of those people have made good,
and to-day are prosperous and happy. A
considerable proportion of the farmers on the
eastern wheat belt started with no money at
all, being praetically in the same position as
the setflers on the Sounth-Western groups.
Notwilhstanding the fact that only a few
vears have possed since Western Australia
did not produce encugh wheat to provide
the flour requirements of its people, we have
now attained a production of 23 million
bushels, and the production is going up by
leaps and bounds. The Governor's Speech
informs us—I am sure this will greatly in-
terest Mr. Kirwan—that between Salmon
Gums and Norseman there are 350 wheat
farms ready to be settled. Good work has
heen done there, and T hope the farms will
soon he settled. Work must be found for
those who unhappily are withont employ-
ment on the zoldfields. Something must be
done to help those people along. I cannot
speak on the mining question as I would
like. To me it is a matter of great regret
that the report of Mr. Kingsley Thomas,
who was appointed by the Government to
inquire thoronghly into the gold mining in-
dustry, should eontain certain references to
the mine managers of this State. It waa
thought, and rightlv thought, hy the Gov-



ernment and everybody else that a good
many things could be done to improve the
pesition of the industry, in spite of what
has been done by the Commonweaith Gov-
ermment and by the Parliament of Western
Australia to encourage wold mining. ‘These
things did not seem to be enough, and there-
fore the Governmeni appoinied the Sunth
African expert to see if he could recommend
something that would advantage the indus-
try. He eame, he saw, and he went, leaving
behind him some stinging eriticisms and
some scathing remarks on lhe position in
the Kalzoorlie helt and the work done there,
and being done there, by the mine managers.
I regret that verv much. I do not regard
the eriticisms as justified, though perhaps
I should not say too much on the subject.
However, my feeling is that Mr. Kingsley
Thomas might have omitted all those eriti-
cisms on the mine managers and on the
Chamber of Mines.

Hon. J. R. Brown: If would be no use
appointing bim if he was not to tell the
truth.

Hon. J. EWING: T cannol imagine that
men like Mr. Hamilton and Mr, Sutherland,
and others controlling mines on the Kalgoor-
lie belt

Hon, J. R. Brown: They should have been
pensioned off 20 vears ago.

Hon. J. EWING: D’ensioned off! Men of
that character are invaluable to the State.

Hon, J. R. Brown: Who?

Hen, J. EWING: Mr. Hamilton and——

Hon. J. R. Brown: He i3 in his dotage.

Hon. .J. EWING: XMr. Hamilton, Mr.
Sutherland, and other managers have done
wonderful serviece to the State in the de-
velopment of our gold mines, and the hon.
member interjecting knows that better, pos-
sibly, than I do. T regret that Mr. Kingsley
Thomas shonld have made those siatements.
In advocating the gold bonus Mr. Hamilton
found it necessary to combat Mr. Thomas’s
remarks., So the position has become donbly
troublesome to those who are administering
Western Australia. The Government wish
to do something, but they find themselves be-
tween the devil and the deep sea, or sus-
pended hetween heaven and earth like Ma-
homet’s eoffin. On the one hand they have
the report of a man from a country where
mining is carried on prineipally by black
labour. On the other hand they have the
statements of men of experience in our gold
mining industry. So the Government find it
difficult, if not impossible, to know what to
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do in order to improve matters. Unques-
tionably our gold mining industry is declin-
ing. The time seems to be coming when low
erade ore must be worked, or a much greater
decline faced. I hope Ministers will be able
to separate the good from the bad in the
report of Mr. Kingsley Thomas, and thus
he placed in a position to do something that
will assist zold mining. The harbours of
the State are mentioned in the Speech, and
I am indeed pleased to know that Sir George
Buchanan, who has been in Australia for
some fime exnmining harbours on the east
coast, i3 coming fo Western Australia in
order to investizate onr harhours. QGerald-
ton harbour 15 advaneing by leaps and
bounds. At Geraldton everything is being
done thai can be done to make a safe and
commodious harbour—I think those are the
words used, I wish the Geraldton people
well of their harbour. They have the right
to possess an adequate and safe harbour.
When one sees the port of Bunbury—in this
respect 1 do not blame the present Govern-
ment more than anv other Administration—
one realises that a large sum of money
should have been spent in providing ade-
quate accommodation. The development of
the South-West has been proceeding so
rapidly that that is an absolute necessity.
There was recenily a dredge at Bunbury,
and deing good work there; but we have no
gnarantee that it will remain there. In any
event, Bunbury wants something further
than that, Every port of this State should
kave as much money spent on it as is justi-
fiable, T feel sure the Leader of the House
will be able to tell us that one duty of Sir
George Buchanan will he to investizate the
harbours of Geraldton, Bunbury, Albany,
and I hope Busselton,

Hon. J. WW. Kirwan: Why not Esperance?

Hon. J. EWING: Yes, and Esperance.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: A deep water jetty
is wanted there.

Hon. J. EWING: I hope Sir George
Buchanan will go to Esperance also, and )
hope that as the result of his inspection he
will he able to recommend the Government
to expend the money needed to furnish the
people of that district with a proper and
commodious barbour. The development of
the Sonth-West, however, is impossible with-
out adequate harbour aceommodation at
Runbury. Last year we had only one ship
taking froit from Bunbury, whereag we
shonld have had a dozen, to take the whole
of the fruit.
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Hon. H. Stewart: Do you say that all the
fruit should be shipped from Bunbury?

Hon. J. EWING: Al the froit grown in
that distriet.

Hon. H. Stewart: As regards its own
quota 1 agree with you.

Hon. J. EWING: JMr. Stewart has a
quota of fruit in his distriet of Mt. Barker.
Much of the fruit grown in the South-West
comes through Picton Junction right on to
Fremantle, involving a great deal of un-
necessary haulage, with the cost of which
South-Western fruitgrowers are burdened.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: God made the South-
West, and the devil made Bunbory harbour.

Hon. J. EWING: When God made the
South-West, He gave to the State of West-
ern Australia a wonderful territory; or, as
the late Lord Forrest said, “A wonderful and
again a wonderful territory.” I have practi-
cally finished my remarks; I only wish to
speak for a few minutes on the subject: of
electricity. I hope what 1 say will be taken
note of by hon. members and the Government,
For many years 1 have been moving motions
in this House with regard to the need for
generating electricity at the point where coal
is produced or rivers flow——1 care not what
the source of power may be; let us have
snow-¢clad mountains and a hydro-electric
scheme. We have the seat of the supply of
power in the Souith-West, at Collie. 7ime
and again I have moved on this subject, and
on two occasions 1 was refused by this House
& resolution urging the Government to make
inquiries. After a time the Mitehell Govern-
ment did appoint a Royal Commission, as
the result of which the fact was demonstrated
that in the South-West there conld be erected
at small cost an electricity plant which would
justifv its ereetion. From the Governor's
Speech we now learn that there was an in-
crease of 5,000,000 units last year, and that
a 2.500 kilowat plant is to be erected at
East Perth. RBut all that expenditure is
going on in the city of Perth, and represents
nothing but centralisation. It is time that
the Government turned their attention o our
great South-West and took steps to create
eleeiricity to assist those on the land and
others as well, providing rurrent at prices
equalling those obtaining in ofher parts of
the world. We know what is done in
America and the wonderful schemes they
have in operation there. We can turn to
Enzland. too. and realise what can be done
there. Then we have the position in New
Ranth Wales as well. The Government here

should use sorme of the wonderfully cheap
money available now fo assist in this diree-
tion in the development of our territory.
That could be done by the generation of elee-
tricity at Collie. The Government eould
start with a small schene imvolving £200,000
or so. There is any amount of water avail-
able; that has been proved. All difficulties
have been overcome and the opportunity is
there. Let the Government utilise some of
the cheap money that ean be sceured and
develop the South-Wesl with cheap electric
power. If they were to electrify the rail-
ways, they would save all the necessity for
cuttings and vegrading along the railway
lines. and if they were to do that, wonderful
work would be accomplished for Western
Australin, It remains now for me to refer
only to the legislation the Government in-
tend to introdnee. We are informed that the
Constitution Aet is to be amended. T am
interested to know what that means. We
cannot bave all the secrets revealed fo us at
once and we shall have to wait until the Min-
ister introduces the Bill .

Hon. H. Stewart: It does not seem to be
worrving the Minister.

Hon. J. EWING: That is so. T suppese
it will be something of advantage to Western
Australia or he would not agree to introduce
it.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: It may mean a re-
distribution of seats.

Hon, J. EWING: I hope s0. The Elee-
toral Aet is to be amended. During the re-
cess we have offen heard the question asked,
“Why was not the Main Roads Bill passed
last session? Why did the Upper House
block it.* Tt is unfair to say that the Upper
House blocked the Bill. It was brought be-
fore s at the last moment and we were not
in any way responsible for the measure not
heing passed. We were willing to go on with
the Bill had the Government given us reason-
able time to discuss it.

Hon. J. Nicholson: We offered to sit after
Christmas.

Hon. J. EWING: That is so. I am glad
to have had this opportunity lo deal with the
questions I have raised, in the hope that
some of my remarks may be of advantage to
the State and to the Government. If any
should appeal to the Minister in that light,
I hope he will bring them under the notice of
bis colleagues. I hope the session will be a
pleasant one, and that the Leader of the
Hounse will not be worked too heavily.
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Un motion by llon. E. H. Gray, debaie
adjourned.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1), £1,913,500.
LI Stages.

Heceived from the .\ssembly and read a
Hirst time.

Standing Orders Suspension.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY {(Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central) [6.3]: T move—

That so mueh of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is necessary to enable a3 Supply
Bill to be received from the Legislative As-
seinbly, and to pass through all its stages at
one sitting,
This is = very urgent measure and it is
necessary to pass the Bill in order that the
Treasurer may have funds with which to
carry on the administration of Government
affairs. Despite the fact thar the Treasurer
has been away from the State, considerable
headway has been malde with the Fstimates
and it is anticipated that thess will be pre-
sented fo Parliament not muen later this year
than last vear. AH expedition will he nsed
and no unnceessary delay will take place. I
hope, in the ciremunstances, the House will
agree to the motion,

Question 'ut and passed.

Second Reading.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central) [6.7] iz moving the
second readinz said: The Bill provides for
the usual supply for two moaths, based on
last year’s expenditure. The amount asked
for covers the following items:—Revenue
Fund, £350,000; General Loan Fund, £750,-
000; Government I'roperty Sales Fund,
£10,500; Land Tmprovement Loan Fund,
£3,000; and Treasurer's Advance, £300,000;
making a total of £1,913,500. Last year's re-
venue and ex)enditure were each greater
than were ¢ztimated, the vevenue hy £217,141
and the expenditure by £79.463. There was,
consequently, an improvement, compared
with the Estimates, of £137,676. There was
slso an improvement over the previons year,
of £170,759. The revenue showed inereases
respeeting almost all items compared with
the returns for the previous vear. The in-
erease on acconnt of taxation was, on the
whole, £30,463, althongh the amount of in-
enme tax collected was £23,623 less than the
enllections for 1923-24. Tt will be remem-

bered Lthat the surcharge of 15 per cent. was
reduced by half last year. There was a
small invrease of £3,873 in the eollection of
land renls, while timber returned £36,740.
Against this latter item therc was an in-
crease in the contribution from revenue to
the reafforestation fund. Under the head-
ing of “Departmental,” which covers general
fees colleected by departments as well as re-
coups of interest on moneys advanced by the
Treasury, there was an increasc of £201,961.
Although almost all departments show in-
erensvs, the bulk of this amuvunt has heen
dne to increased recoups of interest. The
most wratifying inerease is that in connee-
tion wilh public utilities. These returned
£189,115 more than in the |revious year.
The principal increases were: Railways,
£144114; TFremantle Harbour Trust, £36,-
(23 ; RKleetrieity Supply, £24,071; Metropoli-
tan Water Supply, £14,519; and Tramways,
£7,014. There were, of course, decreases on
some items. The railway results have
been very satisfactory. The revenue for
the year, according to Treasury figures,
was £3,334,008, while the expendi-
ture was £2,361,761. leaving a halance of
£972,247 to meet interest and sinking fund.
The interest is caleulated at £813,849, and
the sinking fund at £126,000, making a total
of £930,849. Thus, there was a profit over
all eharges of £32,398. The inereased ex-
penditure, totalling £345,092, compared with
the previons vear, is arrived at as follows:

Special Aets, £271,370; Public Utilities,
£65,400; Governmental, £8,322, 1 wish to

draw attention to the way in which the ex-
penditure of £8,439,845 last vear was in-
ewrred.  Special Acts, prineipally interest
and sinking fund, aceounted for £3,352,721.

Hom. .J. W. Kirwan: What proportion is
that to the total expenditure?

Hon. J. Nicholson: At any rate, it shows
how heavy our indebtedness is.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: [ have
notl worked out the percentages hut, roughly,
it is in the pronortion of three to eight. The
expenditure was also aceounted for by pub-
Tie utilities ahsorhing £3.097,631, while under
the heading of “Ordinarvy Governmental,”
there was £1,989.443. Tnder the Iast-
mentioned heading all free services, such as
education, police, hospitals, lunaey, charities,
etc., are included, and these serviees account
for £1,196,093. That is expenditure over
which no Government has any control.

Hon. J. Nicholson: FExeept that we can
check it sometimes.
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Per-
liaps so, and that may relieve the position a
little. The expenditure under the Cleneral
Loan Fund amounted to £4,159,286, as
compared with the previous year’s expendi-
ture of £4,413,606, and £3,936,833 for 1923-
24, The bulk of the expenditure was under
the heading of “Development of Agricul-
fure” the total of that amount being
£2,259,276. Of that amount group settle-
ment aceounted for £1,103,972, the Agricul-
tural Bank £257,072, soldier settlement
£597,359, and assistance to settlers £192,710,
making a total of £2,151,113 spent in assist-
ance to scttlers on the land. The expendi-
ture under the heading of “Railways” was
£511,630, of which £157,781 went for rolling
stock. On the extension of the electrieity
supply £69,014 was spent, while the expen-
diture on water supply and sewerage works
was also laree, amounting to £633,277, of
which the Metronolitan Water Supply and
Sewerage absorbed £539,482.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commiltee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time, and passed.

House adjourned at 6.18 p.m.

Regisiative Hasembly,
Tuesday, 4th July, 1925.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pan, and read prayers.

CONDOLENCE—THE LATE MER. J. B.
HOLMAN.

The ¥PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—
Boulder) [4.32]: lt is with the deepest re-
gret that I rise to move a wotion of sym-
patly respecting the death of the late Mr, J.
B. Holman, a member of this Hlouse whe
passed away sinece the close of last session.
Mr. Holman was one of our oldest members,
having been first elected for the Murchison
distriet in December, 1901, and having re-
presented that constituency eontinuously for
more than 20 years. Mr. Holman was a
prominent member of this House and took
a most active and keen inferest in its de-
liberations. More than 20 years ago he held
office as Minister for Railways and Labour
in the Daglish Government, and from 1911 to
1917 he filled the office of Chairman of Com-
wittees, Tn that office his conduct of business
was such as to earn the praise and approval
of every member of the House. Mr. Holman
wag a thoroughly conscientious representa-
tive of the interests he espoused in the
House. He was possessed of rare energy and
determination. e served the people of this
State well, and I am sure every member of
the House deeply regrets his passing. Older
members will recall the tenacity of purpose
with which the late member maintained his
opinions on measures that came bhefore the
House.  Though for 25 years be filled a
prominent posilion in the political life of
this State, it was perbaps in the industrial



